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SUBJECT: RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL USED AS TERRORIST DEVICE 
REF: STATE 084808 

SUMMARY: DUE TO INADEQUATE CONTROLS, A NON-LETHAL AMOUNT OF 
IODINE 131 WAS STOLEN FROM A RAILROAD BAGGAGE TRUCK ON APRIL 
12 AND USED AS DISRUPTIVE DEVICE ABOARD ROME EXPRESS ON APRIL 
16. ANONYMOUS CALLER CLAIMING TO BE JUSTICE GUERRILLA 
NOT FURTHER IDENTIFIED AND INCIDENT VIEWED BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES 
AS ONE TIME EXPLOITATION BY PRANKSTER OF OPPORTUNITY PRESENTED 
BY UNATTENDED SHIPMENT OF MEDICAL IODINE 131. SUBSEQUENT INCIDENTS 
WERE HOAXES GENERATED BY EXCESSIVE PRESS PLAY ACCORDING 
AUSTRIAN POLICE. END SUMMARY. 

1. ON APRIL 16, AN ANONYMOUS CALLER CLAIMING TO BE THE 
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE JUSTICE GUERRILLAS STATED TOTHE POLICE 
TAHT RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL HAD BEEN PLACE ABOARD A TRAIN 
BOUND FOR ITALY. INVESTIGATION REVEALED THAT A STRONG BUT 
NOT DANGEROUS AMOUNT OF IODINE 131 HAD BEEN PLACED UNDER THE 
SEAT OF THE ROME EXPRESS. THIS MATERIAL WAS STOLEN ON 
APRIL 12 FROM A SHIPMENT OF IODINE 13 1 WHICH WAS INTENDED 
FOR A HOSPITAL IN LINZ. 
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2. WHILE CONSIDERABLE REGULATIONS EXIST FOR THE SAFE HANDLING 
OF RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL, POLICE INVESTIGATION REVEALED THAT 
THE SHIPMENT ON APRIL 12, WHICH CONSISTED OF THREE PACKAGES, 

REMAINED UNATTENDED ON A BAGGAGE TRUCK FOR APPROXIMATELY 
TWO HOURS IN THE MAIN RAILROAD STATION. 

3. CONSIDERABLE PRESS HYSTERIA FOLLOWED THE INCIDENT WHICH SUBSTANT- 
IVELY INVOLVED NO REAL THREAT TO LIFE OR PROPERTY. POLICE HAVE 

NO LEADS AS TO THE INDIVIDUAL WHO INITIATED THE INCIDENT 
OR HIS MOTIVATION. A SPATE OF FOLLOW-UP INCIDENTS AND TREATS 
RESULTED IN A SOMEWHAT DOUBTFUL SECOND EPISODE A WEEK LATER 
IN WHICH A MINUTE AMOUTN OF INDIUM 113-M WAS FOUND ON THE OUTSIDE 
OF A RAILROAD CAR. EXPERTS DO NOT AGREE, HOWEVER, THAT THE 
TRACES OF INDIUM 1 13-M RESULTED FROM A CONSCIOUS CRIMINAL ACT 
SINCE THE SUBSTANCE IS CONTAINED IN A NUMBER OF MEDICINES, 

THE DISPOSAL FO WHICH IS NOT CONTROLLED. 

4. THE ABOVE INFORMATION CAME FROM CONFIDENTIAL POLICE SOURCES 
WHICH SHOULD BE PROTECTED. HUMES 
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